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A disaster is defined as a natural or man-made event that significantly disrupts the teaching 

environment (e.g., damage to the medical center's buildings, clinics and grounds due to severe 

storms; loss of utilities such as power, water, or telephones; civil disturbances, accidents, or 

emergencies within the medical center or in its community); or that results in sudden, significantly 

changed, or increased demands for the medical center's services (for example a bioterrorist attack, 

building collapse, plane crash, public health emergency within the community). 

Disaster recovery planning is part of the larger process of business continuity planning which seeks 

to fully maintain the process of graduate medical education (GME) throughout the graduate 

medical education (GME) teaching environment. 

In the event that a disaster interrupts any part of GME, the Spokane Teaching Health Center is 

committed to recovery as it might involve maintenance or improvement in operations or 

restructuring the educational experience for residents/fellows as soon as possible. 

Any disaster may also create safety issues and impact the health and well-being of 

residents/fellows, and these issues will need to be assessed and considered in recovery planning. 

The Designated Institutional Official (DIO) is responsible for maintaining communications between 

the various residency Program Directors (PDs) and the Spokane Teaching Health Center (STHC) to 

assess the impact of a disaster on any and all areas of GME and maintaining business and 

educational continuity. If the DIO is unavailable or incapacitated, the STHC Executive Director or an 

STHC Board-appointed respresentative will serve as an interim DIO. 

The DIO will make every attempt to prevent data loss by developing offsite back-ups using remote 

facilities, if necessary, or microfilm or similar storage techniques. The DIO will also work with IT to 

complete transition to electronic data capture and storage in a timely fashion. 

Communication between the DIO, the residency/fellowship Program Directors and the 

residents/fellows is critical in the event of a disaster to assess the impact of that disaster on 

education and the health and well-being of the residents/fellows. 
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