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This policy applies to residents and fellows in all accredited (ACGME) and non-

accredited training programs. 

Purpose: This policy will address specific actions and timelines for response, given the 

occurrence of an extraordinary circumstance, as outlined in the Accreditation Council for 

Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) Policy and Procedures Manual 

(approved April 16, 2020). 

Definitions: Per the ACGME, an extraordinary circumstance is defined as a situation that 

significantly alters the ability of the sponsor and its programs to support resident/fellow 

education. Examples include, but are not limited to, abrupt hospital closures, natural disasters 

or a catastrophic loss of funding. 

Policy: To establish expectations that the Spokane Teaching Health Center will abide by 

the ACGME Policy and Procedures Manual for extraordinary circumstances. The extraordinary 

circumstances policy may be invoked by the Chief Executive Officer of the ACGME, in 

consultation with the Chair of the ACGME Board, the Spokane Teaching Health Center (STHC) 

Designated Institutional Official (DIO), and the Executive Director of the STHC as directed by 

the STHC Board of Directors if it is determined that the STHC ability to support resident/fellow 

education has been significantly altered. 

Requirements: If an extraordinary circumstance is identified by a Spokane Teaching 

Health Center' sponsored residency/fellowship program, that residency/fellowship program and 

the STHC will follow the process(es) defined in the ACGME Policy and Procedures Manual. 

Priority will be given to resident/fellow placement within training programs sponsored by the 

STHC or Providence/St Joseph Health System. These opportunities will be provided to the 
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